
February 2021 
 
Dear supporters, friends, family members, 
greetings from Mexico City! 
 
The last time we wrote you, we were getting 
ready for time off in December. Much has 
happened since then: 
 
We had a good vacation time. Most of it was 
spent here at home, but we did get out of 
town for two days with our colleagues Pablo 
and Sheryl Canché, and three days out of 
town as a family. 
 
The Canchés retired in January, and are in 
Michigan. But they were just approved as 
volunteers to serve with Resonate in 
Campeche every other quarter! So we will 
have them back soon on the Mexico field. 

 
I (Dave) filled in for our pastor Hernán for 
three weeks in January, preaching and 
leading Sunday School. Hernán was sick for 
two weeks, and then his father was 
hospitalized with an intestinal tumor. His 
father does not have long to live. Please 
pray for Hernán and his family. 

 
A former member of our church, Martha 
Venecia, passed away from Covid this 
month. She was too far advanced by the 
time she went on a ventilator. Her mother 
passed away from Covid four days before. 
 
And today our good friend Armando García 
went on a ventilator. Please take a moment 
to pray for him to weather this storm. 
 
We had a few nervous days ourselves. We 
had contact with several people whom we 
later discovered had been exposed to 
others who tested positive for Covid. One of 
those spends a lot of time in our home. 
Then that weekend Blanca got sick with 
soreness throughout her body. So we were 
understandably concerned.  
 

But we are grateful to God that Blanca 
eventually recovered (turned out to be an 
allergic reaction) and that our friends ended 
up testing negative for Covid. 
 
Our son Daniel turned 26 in January, and I 
turn 39 again at the end of February. Daniel 
is setting up a sound booth in order to get 
into voice acting from home. 
 

 
Martha Venecia 

 
Blanca with Armando García (center) and 
his wife Mary (left). 
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I started a new seminary semester, and am 
in a busy season: the Mexico budget, taxes, 
a new partnership agreement, and more. 

 
Since our last Reconnect was way back in 
2017, we decided to start contacting 
supporters to set up Zoom times just to see 
all of you, whom we dearly miss. No 
presentations or requests for support, just 
catching up. Would you like to Zoom with 
us? Let us know at dgifford@crcna.org. We 
would love to catch up with you! 
 
Mexico City just dropped down from 
“Stoplight red” to “Stoplight orange” in its 
system for Covid restrictions. So more 
things are open now. But we think it had 
more to do with wanting to open shops for 
Valentine’s Day than with the current reality, 
since hospitals are still at 80%+ capacity. 
Mexico, a country of 127 million, has had 2 
million cases and 175,000 deaths to date 
due to the pandemic. Please remember 
Mexico in your prayers. 

 
A number of interesting things are on the 
horizon: 
 
COMPA and the seminary have invited me 
to give conferences in April. For COMPA I 
will teach about worldviews and 
postmodernism, and for the seminary I 
came up with a unique topic: how books 
were authored, published and read in New 
Testament times, and what the reading and 
writing of books could mean for Christian 
communities in Mexico. 

 
I requested a change of focus for the 
second half of 2021, and it was approved by 
the mission. I will not teach, preach, mentor 
or lead conferences during those six 
months. I will continue to fulfill my Mexico 
team leader role, but I will have the rest of 
the time free to research and write Spanish 
materials. This is something I feel called to 
do, but my current work arrangement 
doesn’t leave me much time or energy to 
do. The change will just be for one 
semester. 
 

For this reason our Reconnect has been 
postponed until early 2022. 

 
The proposal for the second half of 2021 
turned out to be good timing, since 
yesterday we found out that the 
international travel ban has been extended 
to at least August. This means that our 
previously planned July Reconnect would 
not have happened anyway. 
 
The support level for our ministry continues 
to be pretty good. As of this writing (2-16), 
we are at 65%, right where we have been 
the last two years at this time. Thanks be to 
God and to all of you whom he has moved 
to support the ministry here. 
 
Thank you all for your prayers, financial 
support, and words of encouragement. God 
bless you all in Christ Jesus!  
 
Dave, Blanca, Daniel and Alexandra 
Gifford 


